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GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR TAX JUSTICE

• CONCORD SWEDEN
• DIAKONIA
• FORUM SYD

• MELLEMFOLKELIGT SAMVIRKE, ACTIONAID DENMARK
• IBIS

• TAX JUSTICE NETWORK - NORWAY
• NORWEGIAN CHURCH AID

• ATTAC FINLAND
• FINNWATCH RY
• KEPA
• PRO ETHICAL TRADE FINLAND
• SAVE THE CHILDREN FINLAND
• THE FINNISH NGDO PLATFORM TO THE EU - KEHYS
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o TAX – A KEY PART OF THE
SOCIAL CONTRACT BETWEEN
GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE

o THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY AND TAX
COMPETITION

o THE GROWTH OF TAX HAVENS

HOW BIG ARE THE
TAX HAVENS?

ESTIMATES ON WEALTH
PLACED IN TAX HAVENS 

VARIES FROM

$7600 BN DOLLARS
(ZUCMAN 2015) 

TO
$21.000 - $32.000 BN

DOLLARS
(HENRY 2012)
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TAX AND TAX JUSTICE
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o TAX HAVENS FACILITATE TAX
EVASION AND CAPITAL FLIGHT

o HARMS COMPETITION: -SMALL
AND DOMESTIC FIRMS LOOSE. 

o FINANCIAL «GET-AWAY-
VEHICLES» FOR MONEY
LAUNDERING AND CRIME

HOW MUCH DO 
COUNTRIES LOOSE ON

CORPORATE TAX
EVASION? 

ESTIMATES FOR ALL OECD-
COUNTRIES: 

€400 BN DOLLARS
(IMF 2015) 

ESTIMATES FOR NORWAY:

24% LOWER CORPORATE TAX
FROM MULTINATIONALS
THAN DOMESTIC FIRMS

(BAKKE, HOPLAND, MØEN
2016)
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CHALLENGES WITH

THE TAX SYSTEM
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o ACCOUNTING FIRMS

o LAW FIRMS

o BANKS

o MULTINATIONAL
COMPANIES
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THE KEY ACTORS
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o OECD

o EU 

o UN

o CIVIL SOCIETY

EU 

APPLE PAID ONLY 0.005% TAX
ON THEIR OVERSEAS PROFITS IN 

2014. 

EU DECIDED IN 2016 THAT THE
TAX AGREEMENT BETWEEN
APPLE AND IRELAND WAS

ILLEGAL STATE AID, AND IN 
VIOLATION OF EU

COMPETITION RULES. 

APPLE HAD TO PAY €13 BN IN 
TAXES. BOTH APPLE AND 
IRELAND HAS APPEALED.
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INSTITUTIONS THAT 

WORK ON 

GLOBAL TAX ISSUES
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THE PATH TO

TAX JUSTICE

- COUNTRY BY COUNTRY 
REPORTING (CBCR)

- AUTOMATIC INFORMATION
EXCHANGE (AIE)

- BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP
REGISTRIES

- UNITARY TAXATION OF FIRMS
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TAX IN A FUTURE WHERE BUSINESS IS GLOBALIZED, 
TECHNOLOGY-FOCUSED AND MOBILE
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«THE SHARING ECONOMY»
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SHARING ECONOMY: A MATTER OF TRUST
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SHARING ECONOMY

o From people to people, not throug a middleman
(peer to peer). 

o The technology is the middle man: enables for trust between
strangers (thereby enables for transaction to take place) 

o «Internet of things» - AirBnB and Uber just the beginning…

o Increasingly the value creation in society can be attributed to 
technology. But how do we tax technology?
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UBER‘S
TAX STRUCTURE
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HOW DO WE TAX TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES?
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PROFIT SHIFTING – FROM HIGH TAX TO LOW TAX
JURISDICTIONS
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TRANSACTIONS AS THE BASIS FOR FINDING THE
«RIGHT AMOUNT OF TAX»? 
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INCOME FROM PATENTS AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS ARE
SLUSHED INTO TAX HAVENS. 
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WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES?

• NO LEVEL PLAYING FIELD: 
DOMESTIC COMPANIES LOOSE, MARKETS CONCENTRATE. 

• LOSS OF TAX REVENUE FOR THE GOVERNMENT

• EXAMPLE: NORWEGIAN BUSINESSES ARE BEING BOUGHT UP BY 
FOREIGN PRIVATE EQUITY FUNDS FROM BERMUDA AND JERSEY
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WE DON’T ALWAYS AGREE WITH PWC, BUT…
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GET IN TOUCH - TAXJUSTICE.NO
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http://taxjustice.no


HTTP://TAXJUSTICE.NO/TAXCAST/
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Peter Ringstad 
peter@taxjustice.no
+47 48262611

Sigrid Klæboe Jacobsen
sigrid@taxjustice.no
+47 46861189

THANK YOU!
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